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| Concordat Between the Holy 
oh G See and Germany (1933) 


JAMES CARROLL 
Reprinted from the Australasian Catholic Record. 
ach |] _— condition of the Church in Germany has been 
the subject of some recent Papal pronouncements, 


and is a source of anxiety to Catholics throughout the 
world. Relations between the Holy See and the Ger- 


5c man Reich are governed officially by the Concordat of 
5¢ 1933. This document is of outstanding historical in- 

terest. Prior to that date the Holy See had estah- 
4 lished Concordats with particular German States, such 


as Bavaria, Baden, Prussia. Never since the Lutheran 
revolt, however, had she entered upon a formal agree- 
ment, which would regulate the condition of Catho- 
lics throughout the Reich. It is, therefore, a matter . 
of contemporary interest to review briefly the contents 
of this Concordat. 


nts 
ers 


THREEFOLD SIGNIFICANCE OF CONCORDATS 


It is plain that the conclusion of concordats has 
been an important feature in the policy of the Holy 
in modern times, especially in the troubled condi- 
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tions of post-war Europe. Concordats might be said 
to have a threefold significance—political, juridical 
and social. The political significance is, perhaps, the 
most obvious, for the establishment of a concordat is 
associated with diplomatic dealings between the Holy 
See and some State. Under this aspect, concordats 
are of great value to the Church. It is true that the 
Church is sometimes forced to bargain for rights 
which, according to her divinely appointed Consti- 
tution, are simply her due. Nevertheless she often 
avoids much greater evils by making concessions to 
the State. Moreover, concordats are productive of 
positive advantage to the Church, particularly in the 
modern world. A _ public acknowledgment of the 
juridical status of the Church, expressed in a public 
document, analogous with international treaties, can- 
not but increase the prestige of the Papacy. The agree- 
ment does not entail an acknowldgment of the Catho- 
lic Church as the true Church founded by Christ. It 
does imply, though, a recognition of her jurisdiction 
over her own subjects, and so is productive of greater 
respect for her authority. 

Considered from the juridical viewpoint, a con- 
cordat can represent for a single nation a development 
as important as was the promulgation of the Code of 
Canon Law for the Universal Church. In its ultimate 
analysis a concordat is a body of laws passed by both 
Church and State, in respect of matters which con- 
cern both societies. A new juridical element is then 
intreduced by the solemn contract through which each 
authority binds itself to maintain these laws. The 
establishment of a concordat, then, is, in a certain 
sense, a new promulgation of Canon Law, adapted to 
the conditions of a particular country, and sanctioned 
by the Civil Authority, which confers on it the force 
of civil law. 

Thirdly, concordats have a deep social significance 
in the modern world. They are a powerful means 
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whereby the Holy See pursues her progressive policy 
for the social and spiritual regeneration of modern 
society. By the incorporation of Canon Law in the 
legislation of the State, at least in some degree, the 
spirit of Christianity comes to permeate the life of 
the nation. The Sovereign Pontiff has appealed fre- 
quently for a more complete observance of Christian 
principles in the social as well as private dealings of 
men. It will be seen that the establishment of numer- 
ous concordats is one feature of an extensive, coherent 
policy to infuse the spirit of Christianity into public, 
and so, also, international dealings of peoples. 

The social value of concordats assumes new impor- 
tance in the light of the Church’s historic past. After 
the Edict of Milan had granted freedom of worship to 
Christians, the growing influence of the new religion 
could be detected in the changing spirit of Roman 
Law. When the Code of Justinian was promulgated 
(A. D. 534), Roman laws had been considerably modi- 
fied in accordance with Christian doctrinal and ethical 
principals. After the collapse of the Roman Empire, 
a similar penetration of the laws of the northern peo- 
ples was effected by the Christian religion. In the 
modern world, when Legalism and Liberalism have 
accomplished a weakening of Christian influence, the 
establishment of concordats might well presage a re- 
vival of Christian principles as the directive norm of 
public and international dealings. 


CONCORDAT WITH GERMAN REICH (1933) 


The concordat between the Holy See and the Ger- 
man Reich i is, in the main, similar to others which have 
been made in post-War Europe. An examination of 
its contents reveals, on the one hand, a clear statement 
of rights of the Church and, on the other hand, several 
Papal concessions, calculated to be of advantage to the 
government of the Reich. 
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FREEDOM OF WORSHIP 


At the outset the juridical status of the Church in 
Germany is defined (a. 1-). The German Reich sol- 
emnly guarantees to its subjects the right to profess 
and publicly practise the Catholic Religion, and ac- 
knowledges the Church’s right, within the limits of the 
general laws of the State, to administer her own af- 
fairs, to pass laws binding on her members in regard 
to matters within her competency. Furthermore the 
Holy See is said to enjoy full rights to communicate 
with the Bishops, priests, and all who belong to the 
Catholic Church. Similarly, to Bishops and other 
diocesan authorities is guaranteed freedom to com- 
municate with the Faithful in matters pertaining to 
the pastoral office. By these specific guarantees of 
liberty to communicate with subjects, ancient claims 
of Placet and Exsequatur are formally renounced. 
These provisions, already contained in the Constitu- 
tion of Weimar, are thus confirmed by the strict, con- 
tractual obligation which the Reich assumes. Diplo- 
matic relations betwen the Holy See and the German 
Reich are confirmed, the Holy See to remain repre- 
sented by a Nuncio at Berlin, the Reich to be repre- 
sented at Rome by an Ambassador. In accordance 
with prior conventions, it is stipulated that the Papal 
Nuncio shall retain the Status of Dean of the Diplo- 
matic Corps in Berlin. 


THE CLERICAL STATE 


Ecclesiastics are to enjoy, in the exercise of their 
sacerdotal office, the same protection from the State 
as it accords to its own employees. Such protection, 
exercised in accordance with the general laws of the 
State, is intended to prevent any personal offense, any 
offense against the clerical dignity or any interference 
in the exercise of their ministry. It is noteworthy 
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such as the ordinary civil laws afford, but such as the 
State guarantees to its own civil servants in the exer- 
cise of their official duties. Ecclesiastics are exempt 
from interrogation in respect of matters confided to 
them in their capacity as pastors of souls. Abuse of 
the clerical or religious garb is punishable with those 
penalties which are incurred for abuse of the military 
uniform. In a state which sets such a high value on 
military service, the significance of this latter provi- 
sion is plain. Other clerical immunities contained in 
the Code of Canon Law are likewise guaranteed in the 
Concordat (a. 5-10). 


EDUCATION 


The terms of the Concordat make considerable pro- 
visions for religious instruction in the various stages 
of education. The juridical condition of the Church 
in respect of education would contrast favorably with 
its position in France, whose population includes a 
much higher percentage of Catholics. The faculties of 
Catholic Theology existing in State Universities, are 
to be retained (a. 19), and their studies are to be 
regulated in accordance with the Apostolic Consti- 
tution, Deus Scientiarum Dominus of May 24, 1931. 
The right of the Church to establish seminaries for 
the philosophical and theological studies of her cleri- 
cal students is recognized. In all the State Schools 
of various grades, religion is to be a regular part of 
the program of studies. It must be taught in a manner 
conformable with the teaching of the Church. The 
program of studies, and the choice of textbooks are 
matters to be arranged with the ecclesiastical authori- 
ties (a. 21). Similarly the choice of teachers for this 
purpose is a matter to be settled by agreement be- 
tween the Governments of the respective States and 
the Bishops. Should a teacher be declared unsuitable 
by the Bishop, for reasons of doctrine or moral con- 
duct, he is to be excluded (a. 22). 
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The Confessional Schools already in existence are 
to be maintained and others are to be established by 
the State in localities where a suitable number of 
Catholics makes a request. In these schools Catholic 
teachers only might be engaged. Provision is made, 
too, for the maintenance of special institutions for 
training these teachers. (a. 23-24). 


TREATMENT OF MINORITIES 


In view of Europe’s minority problems it is inter- 
esting to note the relevant provisions of the Concordat. 
It is agreed that racial minorities within the Reich are 
to have at least the same degree of freedom to use 
their mother tongue in matters pertaining to divine 
cult, religious instruction and ecclesiastical associ- 
ations, as the corresponding State grants to its citizens 
of German race and language. The Holy See under- 
takes to endeavor to obtain a similar concession for 
German minorities on the occasion of future concor- 
dats with other States. (a. 29). This is in accordance 
with the established policy of the Holy See, which 
frowns upon the modern ideal of a mechanical unity 
of citizens, and envisages rather an organic unity, 
founded not on violence but on justice. 

Many other matters of ecclesiastical administration 
are regulated in the Concordat, such as the defining 
of diocesan boundaries, the work of Religious Congre- 
gations and Orders, the celebration of marriage, the 
provision of military chaplains. The juridical per- 
sonality of the Church and of institutions which are 
units in its organization is recognized. Religious Con- 
gregations and Orders are to have extensive freedom 
to carry out their work of the care of souls, education, 
care of the sick or other works of charity. The 
Church’s right of ownership is specifically sanctioned, 
and her possessions are guaranteed in accordance with 
the civil law. 
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PAPAL CONCESSIONS—APPOINTMENT OF BISHOPS 


Some notable concessions are made by the Holy See 
in consideration of the ample guarantees given by the 
Reich. Regarding the appointment of bishops, it is 
laid down in the first place that the existing methods 
of appointment are to be maintained. In Bavaria the 
method had been for the Holy See to appoint the bishop 
without a terna of names being proposed by the Cathe- 
dral Chapter; in other parts of Germany the Chapter 
first proposes a terna of names. Secondly, it is agreed 
that three essential qualifications must be verified— 
(1) the candidate must be a German citizen, (2) he 
must be qualified to pursue studies in a Superior Ger- 
man School, (3) he must have completed three years 
of study of philosophy or theology in a German faculty 
of Catholic theology or a Pontifical university at Rome. 
Finally, it is granted that the name of a proposed 
bishop must be submitted to the Civil Authorities, with 
a view to ascertaining whether there be objections to 
his appointment on general political grounds. It is 
stated explicitly that this concession does not consti- 
tute a right of veto for the State. The Civil Authori- 
ties may make objections on political grounds, but it 
; for the Holy See to uphold or dismiss the objections. 

a. 14.) 

A notable concession is also involved in the agree- 
ment that bishops, before taking possession of their 
dioceses, shall take an oath of loyalty to the State. The 
Bishops of Italy and Poland are likewise bound in vir- 
tue of the concordats entered upon with those countries 
by the Holy See. In the German Concordat it is speci- 
fied that the Bishops swear allegiance to the State “as 
becomes a Catholic bishop.” 





PRAYERS FOR THE REICH 


At the conclusion of the principal religious service 
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, liturgical 
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prayers are to be offered for the prosperity of the Reich 
and the German people. This, of course, is in keeping 
with the traditional teaching and practice of the 
Church, and does not involve any approbation of par- 
ticular political parties or forms of government. (a. 
30.) 


CATHOLIC ACTION 


The most far-reaching concessions are those concern- 
ing Catholic Action, and the political activities of 
clerics and religious. Catholic associations which have 
a purely religious, cultural or charitable scope, are to 
be governed by the ecclesiastical authorities. Other so- 
cieties are permitted insofar as they leave no doubt 
that their activities will be carried on independently 
of political parties. Moreover, the program to be pur- 
sued by these latter groups is to be agreed upon by the 
Episcopate and the Government of the Reich. On the 
other hand, the State gives an assurance that members 
of the State’s Youth Organizations shall have an op- 
portunity to fulfil their religious duties on Sunday and 
Feast Days of Obligation, and that they will not be re- 
quired to do anything contrary to their beliefs or their 
religious or moral duties. A similar guarantee is given 
in regard to those engaged in Labor Service. (a. 31.) 

In view of the particular political conditions pre- 
vailing in Germany, and in consideration of the exten- 
sive guarantees of freedom given by the Reich, the 
Holy See agrees that ecclesiastics and religious must 
refrain from all political activity. This is a consider- 
able concession, involving a curtailment of their ordi- 
nary rights as citizens of the Reich. It is worthy of 
note that the Reich agrees to impose a similar exclu- 
sion from politics upon Protestant ministers of re- 
ligion. Moreover, it is stated explicitly that this ab- 
stention from politics does not restrict the exercise of 
the priestly office in regard to teaching Catholic doc- 





trine, not only in respect of dogma but also of morals. 
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CONCLUSION 


It is agreed, finally, that matters of ecclesiastical 
administration not dealt with in the Concordat shall 
be regulated, within the Church, in accordance with 
Canon Law. Moreover, in conformity with the spirit 
of conciliation which usually prompts the negotiation 
of a concordat, it is solemnly agreed that if, at any fu- 
ture date, a divergence of opinions should arise in 
regard to the correct interpretation of the Concordat, 
the Holy See and the German Reich shall proceed to 
formulate an amicable solution. (a. 33.) 

The events of the past five years have not justified 
the sanguine hopes for the progress of the Church 
which were entertained by many when the historic 
agreement was signed by His Eminence Cardinal Eu- 
gene Pacelli (who is now Pope Pius XII) and Herr 
Franz Von Papen as Plenipotentiaries of the Holy See 
and the German Reich respectively. Nevertheless it 
would be premature to say that such a historic achieve- 
ment has come to nought. The de jure recognition 
of fundamental Catholic rights cannot have failed to 
confer a new prestige upon the Church, both in Ger- 
many and amongst other peoples, and, when the time 
is ripe for a peaceful solution of the conflict between 
the Church and the German Government the Concor- 
dat will provide a clearly defined basis on which ne- 
gotiations might expeditiously proceed. 








The Church Under the 
Swastika 


J. LEDIT 
Reprinted from The World Problem, March, 1939. 


oe to Germany are impressed by the intense 
religious life; the churches are filled, the Sacra- 
ments are frequented, the Faithful are admirably self- 
sacrificing and loyal, devoted to the Pope and to the 
Hierarchy. 

These impressions have been paradoxically con- 
firmed: the well known anti-religious Das Schwarze 
Korps, which publishes 700,000 copies, recenly an- 
nounced that “religious life is flourishing, developing 
and expanding in National-Socialist Germany.” It 
rebuked the “political Catholics” of Germany and other 
countries because they do not recognize this fact. Here 
is their “great lie.” The series of articles which repeat 
this statement, and others even more paradoxical were 
restamped in the pamphlet: The Great Lie of Political 
Catholicism. The great falsehood is the religious 
persecution in Germany! 


RELIGION IN PRACTISE 


Our observations refer only to ancient Germany, 
for Austria and the German provinces in old Bohemia 
must be studied separately. 

Though the instigation to apostasy by National- 
Socialist authorities is less apparent today than it was 
two years ago, it is nevertheless just as real, and the 
teachers and State employes are the victims of strong 
official pressure. 
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The whole National-Socialist press tends in the 
same direction: constant disparagement of the Church 
and Clergy, and exaltation of the National-Socialist 
Weltanschauung. Without mentioning the daily press, 
we here recall those among the principal organs whose 
attacks against the Church are particularly violent: 
Das Schwarze Korps, weekly distributes over 700,000 
copies; Der S-A Mann, over- 600,000; the Nazional- 
Socialistische Monatshefte edited by Rosenberg and 
which constitutes the most important theoretic organ 
of National-Socialism, distributes 60,000; the Nazist 
students are guided by the Die Bewegung, publishing 
21,000 copies. 75,000 copies of the Der Arbeitsdienst 
are read by the young in their working camps. Even 
more pernicious is the Deutsche Erzieher, organ of the 
School Teachers, publishing 230,000 copies, while Der 
Schulungsbrief imparts National-Socialist orthodoxy 
to 3,600,000 souls. 

We have before us a catalogue of books published 
at Christmas :—Deutsche Weihnacht (German Christ- 
mas). We find side by side the inevitable Mein Kampf, 
and Rosenberg’s XX Century Myth and Gestaltung der 
Idee and Blut und Ehre (Blood and Honor) by the 
same author, and many others. These are the most re- 
spectable; much less so are the following pamphlets: 
To the Black Men of Our Times, The Crow’s Mirror, 
and The Men Around the Pope. This last pamphlet is 
composed of articles published in the Angriff, Goebbels’ 
daily. The author excels in the art of manipulating 
half-truths and cunning insinuations concerning those 
surrounding the Sovereign Pontiff. 

They have lately readopted many pamphlets pub- 
lished when anti-clerical literature was in vogue, such 
as Fugitive From the Religious Monastery, Auricular 
Confession, Comments on the Morals of the Roman 
Church, Christian Brutality Towards German Women, 
ete. The Catholic press can do nothing whatsoever 
about this type of literature; we all know that a criti- 
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cism of Mein Kampf would never be tolerated. In 
1934 the authorities permitted the publication of a se- 
vere and scientific, that is unreadable, study, on the 
XX Century Myth (Studien zum Mythus des Jahr- 
hunderts) but other similar pamphlets by well-known 
Catholic writers were seized by the police, and those 
written by ecclesiastics refuting the widespread accu- 
sations against the morality of the clergy were also 
confiscated. The diocesan publications are always 
seized when they publish refutations against the Na- 
tional-Socialist accusations. The Katholische Kirchen- 
blatt of Berlin has been thus honored several times: 
once on account of an article entitled, Js It True That 
the Church Hates Women?, and another time because 
it protested against the manner in which a priest was 
represented in the German film for the young, Jugend. 
This episcopal bulletin has now been suppressed, and 
since 1938 it is forbidden to discuss the question if 
Christ was an Arian or not! 

The Catholic publications are disappearing one by 
one. Michael review of the Youth of Diisseldorf, Der 
Katholik, Mayence, Der Gral, Miinster, St. Liborius- 
blatt, Diocesan organ, Paderborn, the inoffensive and 
austere Katholische Missionen, solid and “scientific” 
review edited by the Jesuits of Bonn, were suppressed 
for publishing Mrs. Chian Kai-shek’s article on My 
Religion. Weltmission, Annals of the Propagation of 
the Faith, was also suppressed. The few remaining 
Catholic publications are frequently inspected by the 
police, and their best writers dismissed, while their 
subscriptions must be collected individually. 

Preaching is also being gradually prohibited by the 
Third Reich. The best orators receive their Redever- 
bot forbidding them to preach, and in many places 
preaching is only permitted after being censored by 
the State Police. 

Catholic manifestations, such as pilgrimages and 
processions, have been completely suppressed. One of 
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the more zealous officials even declared that participa- 
tion in the Corpus Christi procession was an act 
against the safety of the State! The processions have 
been photographed so that the authorities could later 
cause annoyance to the individuals who took part in 
them. 

But in spite of all this, it seems that the Church as 
a whole (we shall speak of the younger generation 
later on) has not suffered many great losses. All those 
who are interestedly watching German events agree 
that the number of practising Catholics has not dimin- 
ished,—though there has been some wavering—since 
National-Socialism has been in power. As we said be- 
fore, we are only speaking of former Germany, and not 
of Austria and the German provinces in Bohemia. 

The number of practising Catholics is today as 
formerly, from ten to eleven millions. Of course there 
have been some apostates who were loudly proclaimed 
by National-Socialist authorities. We have not pre- 
cise details for the whole of Germany, but two ex- 
amples will suffice for our purpose. The apostasies, 
conversions and re-conversions for the dioceses of Mu- 
nich and Freiburg are as follows: 


Archbishop of Munich Archhishop of Freiburg 

Conversions and Recon- 

Year Apostates Reconversions Apostates Conversions versions 

1932 3,307 503 2,750 214 763 

1933 1,573 860 2,108 261 592 

1934 1,173 672 1,648 227 588 

1935 1,713 557 1,966 145 459 

1936 2,094 467 2,798 

1937 5,380 421 2,080 (9 months) 

1938 1,544 (6 months) 


We really expected more discouraging results; but 
since the practice of the Sacraments has remained sub- 
stantially the same, we can conclude that National-So- 
cialism enriched its ranks principally with the refuse 


‘of the Catholic Church. The true, faithful Catholics 


have not yet been ensnared. 
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This is the reason why visitors from foreign lands 
remark that the churches are full, that the Communion 
rail is more crowded than ever; if they had gone to 
Essen during the Mission preached in that city last 
summer, they would have seen that eighty-seven per 
cent of the men participated. 

Christmas of 1937 was celebrated with extraordi- 
nary fervor and many soldiers in uniform were seen 
approaching the Sacraments. They were home on 
leave, and escaping from the heavy atmosphere of 
their barracks, they hastened to Confession and Com- 
munion and thus obtained courage for future battles. 


YOUTH 


Apostasies among the German youth are more nu- 
merous, for National-Socialism tenaciously worked on 
this group. The most important means employed for 
this end was the dissolution of Catholic organizations 
and the almost obligatory enrollment of Youth in the 
Hitler Youth (Hitler Jugend), the gradual suppression 
of religious and confessional schools, and the establish- 
ment of summer camps and of Arbeitsdienst (Work 
service) to draw young men and women away from 
their religion. 

The dissolution of Catholic organizations followed 
quickly upon the advent of National-Socialism and was 
a heavy loss to German youth. Previously the young 
on leaving school, enrolled in various organizations 
which followed them up and in which they had their 
common exercises of piety, their publications, and 
manifestations. Few Catholic organizations were as 
well established as those formerly in Germany. But 
now they have all been suppressed, and the Catholic 
youth is dispersed; they no longer harbor the senti- 
ments of union and solidarity so dear to the German 
nation. 

The Catholic schools are also gradually disappear- 





ing, and this gives rise to very serious problems for 


1u- 


for 
yns 
the 
ion 
sh- 
ork 
om 


ved 
vas 
ing 
ons 
1eir 
and 
. as 
But 
olic 
nti- 
nan 


ear- 
for 








THE CHURCH UNDER THE SWASTIKA 643 





teaching Congregations. A Superior once tried to 
soften the heart of an officer of the Third Reich by 
speaking to him of the sad future of those who had 
spent their lives teaching or caring for the sick, and 
she was answered that euthanasia was the only thing 
for old Religious! The Religious women are gradu- 
ally mixing with the great mass of citizens; they some- 
times give private lessons in music or foreign lan- 
guages, sew, or do housework... . 

The confessional schools, one of the most remark- 
able forces in old Germany, are being “liquidated” one 
by one. Some are still in existence and the Christian 
parents try in every manner, by protestations and pe- 
titions, to prevent their being suppressed. One of the 
vilest means employed in the struggle against these 
schools has been the endeavor to make the teachers 
apostatize. In the diocese of Cologne in March, 1938, 
there were still fifty teachers in the Confessional 
Catholic schools who had already officially left the 
Church. The number of Godless teachers is taking 
frightening proportions: in 1936, 376 professors de- 
clared they belonged to no religion; the following year 
the number had grown to 2,243. 

The Summer Camps have been organized to give a 
National-Socialist formation to Germans, especially 
to German Youth. Among its various categories the 
Works of Service in 1937 comprised 150,832 persons of 
whom 71,374 were Catholics. (Catholic Statistics.) 

All young men must spend six months in the Ar- 
beitsdienst or Work Service preparatory to their mili- 
tary service; young girls who have taken their bach- 
elor’s degree or who aspire to Party and Government 
positions, are also enrolled. The Lanschuljahr was or- 
ganized for those who finish the elementary courses 
(fourteen years old) and do not intend to continue 
their studies. The boys (and the girls in a lesser pro- 
portion) are sent to a farm for one year where they 
work practically without any remuneration. Some 
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lodge with the peasants and are the more fortunate, 
for if the priest learns of their whereabouts they have 
an opportunity of practising their religion; others 
lodge in the Heime (homes) where they naturally fall 
under the exclusive influence of the Party. The 
Hauswirtschaftliche Anlernejahr places a number of 
young girls as servants. These services are more nu- 
merous in the Protestant districts, for the Catholic 
West, Bavaria and Silesia—are densely populated and 
the need of employes is less felt. All this means that 
many children and Catholic youths are relegated to 
Protestant centers and continually under Party vigi- 
lance will have to encounter serious temptations to 
faith and morals at their most difficult age. 

We also mention the Summer Camps of Hitlerian 
Youth (HJ) and the Union of Young German Girls 
(BDM). Here, all the young people are entirely under 
National-Socialist influence. There are also the Schu- 
lungslager for various organizations of aspirants to 
University Chairs, doctors, State employees, etc. Old 
men are often obliged to be instructed in the doctrines 
of National-Socialism by young theorists. 

Many children and young people are snatched from 
their parents every year and relegated elsewhere. The 
majority are dispersed in the Arbeitsdienst Camps or 
Heime' of the Landschuljahr, where they have to sub- 
mit to the “moral” and “intellectual” severe discipline 
of the Leaders. 

Here is a typical story: the director of one of the 
camps had assembled his charges for their first history 
lesson. He told them how Arminius came to Rome 
during the reign of Augustus. He became so popular 
that the Pretorian Guard decided to make him the 
next Emperor. The Vatican got word of the affair, 
intrigued to remove Arminius and elect Tiberius. Ar- 
minius returned to Germany and revenged himself by 
destroying the legions of Varus (in the year 9 A. D.!). 


1 The Heime alone harbor each year from 30,000 to 50,000 young persons. 
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The lesson over, he invited the young people to pro- 
pose questions. One of them very modestly spoke up: 
“TI confess I know little of history because I am a medi- 
cal student. Please tell me how the Vatican could in- 
trigue for the election of Tiberius since Jesus Christ 
had not yet been crucified.” The speaker very much 
embarrassed, took refuge in an authoritative tone: “I 
have told you what is written in the Schulungsbriefe” 
(Review explaining Nazist doctrines). The audience 
laughed loudly and the teacher never again appeared 
during the period of theoretic instruction. 

These summer Camps constitute one of the most 
serious problems confronting the Church in Germany 
today. They are the most important part of what is 
known as Die Wandernde Kirche, the wandering 
Church, formed by the Faithful who have been dragged 
from their homes and transferred elsewhere in the 
Reich. Most of these Camps are at a great distance 
from a chapel or church, some about fifty kilometers. 
Often the Camp directors are coldly indifferent to- 
wards the Clergy who seek to assist the dispersed 
Faithful; at other times they show a systematic hos- 
tility. In three Young Girls’ Camps the young work- 
ers were deprived of their rosaries, prayer books and 
other objects of piety. During their camp period, the 
young people are entirely under Nazi influence and the 
directors make good use of this opportunity. An 
openly hostile propaganda is not ordinarily encouraged 
and the priests are sometimes admitted to the Camps 
so as not to frighten the parents. Here is a character- 


istic paragraph of a letter written by one of the di- 
rectors : 


I have heard that many parents are disturbed by false re- 
ports; they have been told that their children are prevented 
from assisting at religious functions. The Landschuljahr is a 
National-Socialist State institution; only the young who are 
healthy of soul and body can be admitted. Care is taken that 
Neither vulgar expressions nor doubtful jokes are circulated. 
The young are taught to respect their elders, to abstain from 
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jealousy and lying. If in National-Socialist Germany we con- 
sider Bolshevism as the most abominable Godless movement, 
and the most dangerous enemy, we also know that only those 
who observe the commandments of God and prove their love for 
Him, will succeed in overcoming it. If you hear that the young 
people do not frequent the church as regularly as when at 
home, do not fear their souls have suffered or that they have 
become atheists or pagans and that you need be ashamed of 
them. 


In a word, the Youth Camps under their best form, 
preach a ersatz of God, and inculcate a natural re- 
ligion. But they do much worse than that. We have 
received too many authentic reports not to fear that 
Youth is perverted in these Camps. If a young Catho- 
lic commits sin, he can neither go to confession nor 
shake off his guilt, so he drags along in his misery and 
ends in hardness of heart. Others begin to doubt and 
question their faith after hearing the lessons taught 
by their directors. One young girl was much sur- 
prised to hear the words Requiem aeternam dona eis 
Domine after a funeral and asked herself what was 
eternal rest? Their ideal is activity, war, and many 
young people are misled by these doctrines. 

German Catholics react against this propaganda 
in three manners. Firstly, they prepare their children 
for this trial. Since the destruction or diminution of 
schools, great care has been taken to give a thorough 
religious training in the family. How many mothers 
regularly make a retreat in order to study their re- 
ligion, prepare their answers to the questions they 
know their children will ask, and obtain spiritual 
strength for the combat! Then, when their young 
come home from their year’s “service” they often re- 
turn to the Church. In the early days at Camp some 
went to Mass, but before the end they ceased to prac- 
tise their religion. On returning home the traditional 
practices are again taken up, they go to confession 
and are Christians again. The fact that so many dis- 
illusioned Catholics so generously return to the Sacra- 
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ments is one of the most consoling aspects of the pres- 
ent German persecution. 

On leaving the Camps not a few of these young 
people have become zealous apostles; they have passed 
through the battle, and nothing can stop them now. 
Especially the Seminarians whose enemies thought 
they had succeeded in breaking their vocations, trans- 
form their companions. Germany seems to have re- 
turned to the epoch of the first persecution against the 
Church. We find in all the ranks of life a minority of 
Catholic militants, in the factories, working camps, 
National-Socialist organizations, the Army and every- 
where, who are afraid of nothing! A modern Ter- 
tullian would say: “They have left you only your tem- 
ples.” 

We have made it clear that this does not happen 
because Nazi-ism “protects” religion. 

The administrative measures taken against the 
Church, and the anti-Christian propaganda, are coun- 
teracted by the spirit of discipline in German Catho- 
lies, their loyalty to the Hierarchy and to the Holy 
See, their excellent religious instruction imparted in 
the family in spite of the suppression of religious 
teaching in the schools, their spirit of prayer, of re- 
course to the Sacraments, their ingenious fighting 
spirit in remaining faithful and trying to win over 
their adversaries of today. In their work camps and 
elsewhere, the Nazis by their vexations and propa- 
ganda shake the less solid masses, but strengthen the 
élite of our young people who tomorrow will recon- 
quer for Christ all the Catholic Youth of Germany! 





Conflict With Christianity 


Eg totalitarian idea—apart altogether from the pa- }} 
gan movements—involves of necessity a conflict 
with Christianity. And although history seems to 
show the danger and the futility of such a struggle, 
political leaders, particularly when inexperienced, are 
apt to fancy that they possess a new technique of perse- }) 
cution or a new dominance over men’s minds which 
negative the lessons of history. The immense effi- 
ciency of modern propaganda, the ease of communica- 
tion which annihilates distance and enables central 
control and terrorism to be all-pervasive, the intoxica- 
tion of political power for those who have no traditions 
as to its limitations, the capture of the youthful mind 
by shutting out all other information and experience, 
are all factors in this situation. The totalitarian State 
has changed the whole perspective of men’s lives and is }} 
attempting to plunge large parts of the world, ancient f) 
and cultured peoples, into the slavery from which }} 
Christianity, with its unswerving sense of human dig- 
nity, had rescued them. It is quite clear that no in- 
telligent Christian, understanding the situation and 
expressing a free opinion, could possibly favor such a 
system. The almost unanimous plebiscites would be 
more convincing if they were less unanimous. They 
were not, of course, concerned with problems of this 
kind, but cleverly directed to problems upon which 
Germans were agreed. The reason why opposition is }} 
not very vocal is only too evident. The most appropri- 
ate time for a discourse on the evils of dishonesty is not 
the moment when one is covered by the rifle of a 
bandit. From Studies, “The Nazi Movement in Germany” § 
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appreciate the sublimity of the Catholic Priest- 
hood and its providential mission in the world.” 
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